
Mayborn School hosts 
ACEJMC Accreditation Team

T he Frank W. and Sue Mayborn School of Journalism 
and Mayborn Graduate Institute will host a site 
visit by the Accrediting Council on Education in 

Journalism and Mass Communications from Jan. 24-27. 
This follows a comprehensive self-study conducted by the 
Mayborn during the 2014-2015 fiscal year.

The Mayborn’s undergraduate program has been accredited 
since 1968; the graduate program is the only accredited 
professional master’s program in the four-state region of 
Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas and New Mexico.

Fewer than 30 percent of the more than 400 journalism and 
mass communication programs in the nation are accredited 
by ACEJMC, according to Susanne Shaw, ACEJMC’s 
executive director. As of 2015, 115 programs were 
accredited in the voluntary program. 

The accreditation process involves all levels, including 
students, alumni, advisory board members, donors and 
other stakeholders. Accreditations are reviewed every six 
years and involve an on-site visit by an accreditation team.

“It’s an intensive process and we’re very well prepared,” 
said Mayborn dean Dorothy Bland. “We feel that our 
program has grown to become one of the best in the nation 
over the past several years.”

Jerry Ceppos, dean of the Manship School of Mass 
Communication at Louisiana State University, will 
serve as the ACEJMC site chair for the Mayborn. Other 
site team members include Dr. Helen Katz, senior vice 
president and research director at Starcom Mediavest 
Group in Chicago; Dr. Gracie Lawson-Borders, dean of the 
School of Communications at Howard University; Maria 
Russell, director of executive education and professor of 
communications management and public relations at the 
Newhouse School of Public Communications, Syracuse 
University; and Dr. Alan G. Stavitsky, dean of the Donald 
W. Reynolds School of Journalism and Center for 
Advanced Media Studies at the University of 
Nevada-Reno.

During their visit, the site team will visit with faculty, staff, 
students, alumni and others. The team’s draft report will 
be provided to UNT President Neal Smatresk and Provost 
Finley Graves on Jan. 27. The ACEJMC Accrediting 
Committee will then review the report and make a 
recommendation in the spring to ACEJMC about renewing 
the accreditation. A decision is expected in May 2016.
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A lbert Einstein once said, “Creativity is intelligence 
having fun.” As 2016 unfolds, I encourage 
our students, faculty and staff to celebrate our 

creativity, intelligence and fun as well as collaborate more 
with others.

I’m delighted to share that Amber Reece, a UNT broadcast/
digital journalism student, has been selected for the 
News21 program at Arizona State University. She is one of 
22 students from 16 universities across the nation selected 
for this prestigious 10-week fellowship. The topic for the 
program wilt be voter access and participation during this 
national election year. Fellows will be paid $7,500 each 
for the 10-week reporting program plus up to $2,500 in 
travel expenses.  Thanks to The Dallas Morning News for 
sponsoring this student.  

Our Fort Worth Star-Telegram paid internship program 
launches in January, thanks to Jim Witt, the editor. Graduate 
student Azia Branson, and senior print/digital student 
Christian Boschult will be “doing breaking news, social 
media posting and some light video work,” wrote Witt. 

The Frank W. and Sue Mayborn School of Journalism 
will offer three classes at UNT’s “New College at Frisco” 
starting the week of Jan. 19. The classes are Media 
Performance, which will be taught by Michelle Redmond, 
PR for Nonprofits, which will be taught by Rebecca 
Poynter, and Strategic Social Media, which will be taught 
by another adjunct instructor.

Don McGuire, media executive in residence, is part of 
the  think tank exploring other initiatives ranging from 
sports media camps to a potential master’s program in 
computer science for the Frisco campus, under the direction 
of Brenda Sims. Lecturer Juli James is the Mayborn’s 
representative for the multidisciplinary ColLab Task Force 
and that group is brainstorming initiatives around six key 
verbs: learn, create, innovate, curate research and gather.  
If you have ideas you would like to share, please contact 
donald.mcguire@unt.edu or juli.james@unt.edu.

Expanding our talent pool is another one of our 2016 goals, 
and we have several new full-time hires to help. They 
include Karen Blumenthal, our visiting Reynolds Business 
Journalism professor,  Rebecca Poynter, a visiting lecturer 
in public relations, and Adam Reese, the new NT
Daily director.

We look forward to hosting the Accrediting Council on 
Education in Journalism and Mass Communication team 
Jan. 24-27, and hope to have more good news to share after 
the ACEJMC votes in May.

Since 2016 marks the 100th anniversary of the Pulitzer 
Prizes and the 100th anniversary year of student media 
at UNT, we will have celebrations to honor both. The 
Mayborn Literary Nonfiction Conference theme for 2016 
is “The Pulitzers: A Century of Excellence: People, Politics 
and Public Affairs.” We are inviting Mayborn alumni who 
have been Pulitzer Prize winners and others back in the 
fall for an NT Daily reunion. Registration for the Mayborn 
Conference, which is July 22-24, opens soon at www.
themayborn.com. If you would like to volunteer to help 
with these events, please email dorothy.bland@unt.edu.

As discussed in the last Mayborn Insider, the Mayborn 
is growing and more faculty offices have been shifted to 
Sycamore Hall this semester. Ultimately, this is a $3 million 
renovation project with major construction slated to begin 
in the fall 2016. The goal is to move most of the operations 
to Sycamore by September 2017. Progress is in the air and 
lots of positive energy to share.
 

Onward and upward,

Dorothy Bland 
Dean and Graduate Institute Director

A message from 
the Dean
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I nterested in a Ph.D. program? Consider UNT’s 
Interdisciplinary Information Science (IIS) Ph.D. 
program, which is the largest Ph.D. program in the 

information science discipline in the United States. More 
than 50 faculty are associated with the program, with 16 
of them in the Department of Library and Information 
Sciences.

The program is concerned with the generation of new 
knowledge and encompasses not only the learning of 
certain bits of fact or processes, but also synthesis, analysis, 
and imagination – the forming of questions, thinking about 
issues, and communicating new ideas. 

Twelve hours of required introductory courses are 
delivered on the Denton campus; however, many classes 
are offered in an online format. The program requires 48 
hours of coursework, which is possible to complete in 
2.5 years of full-time study. The residency requirement is 
met by completing at least 18 credit hours in two to three 
consecutive long semesters. Once coursework is completed, 
the student takes the qualifying exam and presents a 
dissertation proposal. A minimum of 12 dissertation hours 
are completed before presentation of the final research 
report in a public defense.

The IIS Ph.D. program offers several concentrations, 
including health informatics, cyber security and consumer 
behavior/experience management. A concentration in 
journalism has been proposed for the 2016-2017 school 
year, with the following classes meeting program 
requirements:

JOUR 5310 Media Ethics 
JOUR 5320 New Technologies of Mass
         Communication 
JOUR 5200 Public Opinion and Propaganda 
JOUR 5210 Race, Gender and the Media: A
         Methods Approach
JOUR 5330 Strategic Social Media
JOUR 5510 Internet and Interactive
         Communication Strategy
JOUR 5550 Integrated Communications

The ultimate goal of the journalism concentration is to 
provide interdisciplinary training, research and professional 
services in journalism. This concentration is intended to 
prepare highly trained academics who are capable 

of conducting research on the information aspects 
of journalism.

Admission criteria include an overall 3.4 GPA, master’s 
degree, GRE test scores, three letters of recommendation, 
personal statement, CV and scholarly writing sample.

Mayborn graduates enrolled in the IIS Ph.D. program 
include Miyoung Chong (MA), Jo Ann Livingston (MJ) 
and Jenny Mumah (MA).

Mayborn Announces 
SWOOP team for 
spring 2016
The Mayborn’s in-house ad agency, SWOOP, has a new 
team in place for Spring 2016. SWOOPers provide a full 
suite of advertising and marketing consulting services to 
clients around the Denton area and beyond. New team 
members are:

Interested in a 
Ph.D. program?

Stephanie Arion
Carly Burdette
Brady Burns
Madison Cecil
Cameron Cook
Kirsten Cox
Dellitia Deflora
Marisela De La Cuesta
April Earl
Anna Frosch
Cristina Fuentes
Hayden Erwin
Shamyia Henderson

Leonardo Herrera
Dorothy Irvine
Milan Murry
Allisyn Morgan
Laraib Peracha
Ashlea Pamirez
Summer Reyes
Christina Rodreguez
Kendra Saunders
Jacqueline Sears
Elizabeth Sherling
Alexandra Teel
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N ews reporting students at the Mayborn School 
of Journalism took field trips to major network 
studios around the DFW area and hosted well-

known reporters in the fall of 2015.

“We learn all the basics in the classroom,” said Mayborn 
broadcast news lecturer Michelle Redmond. “But it all 
comes together in a big way when our students have 
the chance to see how all the skills translate directly to 
investigating and reporting the news out in the real world.”
In October, Mayborn media performance classes hosted 
George Riba, who recently retired from more than 40 
years reporting sports and news at WFAA-TV in Dallas. 
In November, students in the Mayborn’s BEA club had the 
chance to hear KTVT reporter Steve Pickett.

A group of Mayborn students also spent a full day visiting 
KXAS/Telemundo in Dallas, where they met with news 
producers, several news anchors and the vice president 
of news. 

Mayborn reporting students take to the field 
and learn from the pros
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Faculty research
& presentations

D r. Meredith Clark gave a 
presentation on her work 
involving Black Lives 

Matter and Black Twitter during 
the first Research Brown Bag 
hosted by Mayborn’s Research 
Committee. Undergraduates, 
graduate students and faculty 
attended the lunch-time event  
Nov. 11. 

The Research Brown Bags will be held periodically to 
encourage students to conduct research and to provide 
them with information about faculty projects. “I’m going 
to encourage you to start doing research today,” said Clark, 
who listed her research interests as the Black press, cyber 
culture, mediated images of Black life, newsroom practices 
and culture, digital media journalism pedagogy and Black 
feminist thought.

Clark discussed her path to obtaining her Ph.D., which 
focused on Black Twitter. She described research steps 
as starting with a question, reading related literature, 
rephrasing the questions, finding and reading more 
literature, deciding on methodology, conducting the 
research, writing, editing, writing “some more,” presenting 
the work, and publishing. Her dissertation has since led to 
multiple citations and placed her as an expert on the Black 
Twitter phenomenon.

She is working on more than a half-dozen studies, of which 
one is a collaborative project with two other researchers 
about the Black Lives Matter movement that is utilizing in-
depth interviews, big data and textual/semiotic analysis.
 
Clark shared her thoughts on how students can get into 
research and said students learn best how to conduct 
research by doing it. “Data is all around you,” she said. 
“Think about the ways we are creating data. Ethnographers 
see data in our interactions with one another.”

D r. Jim Mueller presented 
a paper titled “Stanley 
Before Livingstone: 

Henry Morton Stanley’s Coverage 
of Hancock’s War against 
the Plains Tribes in 1867” on 
November 7 at the Symposium on 
the 19th Century Press, the Civil 
War, and Free Expression.

In the paper, Mueller discussed 
how Henry Morton Stanley achieved international fame by 
finding missionary David Livingstone in Central Africa and 
contributing “Dr. Livingstone, I presume?” to the 
national lexicon. 

The paper analyzes Stanley’s reporting of the campaign, 
placing it in the context of his career as an adventure 
journalist. Because the campaign was Stanley’s first 
extensive experience in journalism, study of his war 
reporting sheds light on his development into one of the 
most noted reporters of the age.

Mueller also gave a talk titled “A Master in the Art of 
Living: The Unknown Life of George Armstrong Custer” 
on Nov. 28 to the North Texas Mensa regional conference 
held in Grapevine. The talk was based on research from 
Mueller’s book Shooting Arrows and Slinging Mud.

Mayborn programs 
expand to new Frisco 
campus
The Mayborn School will offer three classes at UNT’s 
“New College at Frisco” starting the week of Jan. 19. 
The classes are Media Performance, PR for Nonprofits, 
and Strategic Social Media. For more information, see 
journalism.unt.edu.
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2016 Spring Interns 

Student Business Name
Iyana Edouard College Lifestyles
Linda Kessler UNT Press
Connor Trinske Game Informer
Eline de Bruijn The Dallas Morning News
Andres Trujillo Trevino Todamedia- Latina Lista
Kara Salazar Social Media Delivered
Alex Al-Kazzaz Blitz Weekly
Maegan Bailey Grey Television, inc./ KXII
Awo Eni Fleishman Hillard
Cynthia Rivera United Way of Denton County
Nicole McAfee Nathan Grace
Yana Kolmakova Moroch Partners
Helen Sowa Forte
Daione Sanders Raze Media
Melonee Scruggs Denton County Transit Authority
Azia Branson Fort Worth Star-Telegram
Frank Franco Do214
Tyler Hicks Ink Global
Kate Skinner Social Media Delivered

Students such as Ashley Bowden and Maegan Bailey enjoy a variety of opportunities for internships with area media outlets 
including KXII-TV in Sherman, Texas.

Spring 2016 
internships
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J ulie Buchanan, who joined the Mayborn on Dec. 8, 
2008, is retiring Jan. 29 as the graduate academic 
advisor. Her retirement celebration is Jan. 29 at the 

Harvest House, 331 E. Hickory, at 5:30 p.m. in Denton.  

“It has been a huge part of my life for many years,” said 
Buchanan. “Getting to know the students and seeing them 
grow through the program has been incredibly meaningful, 
and I’ll miss that very much.”

A search for her replacement is underway. We wish 
Buchanan and her family all the best. Feel free to share 
your good wishes on the Mayborn’s Facebook page.

The Mayborn bids a 
fond farewell and best 
wishes to Julie Buchanan.

C ora Davis, is now the Operations Coordinator for 
The Civil Rights Memorial Center in Montgomery, 
Alabama. The organization is part of the Southern 

Poverty Law Center.

Lourdes Vasquez is the new parent communications 
coordinator for Uplift Education in Dallas. She is managing 
the parent newsletter, social media and video projects.

Two Mayborn advertising alumni, Randy Romero and E. 
J. Stancil, are working together at Chicago-based Digitas, 
a leading digital advertising firm with clients worldwide.

“It’s pretty amazing to see two Mayborn advertising 
graduates working at the same agency,” said Dr. Sheri 
Broyles. “But it’s not altogether unexpected since we have 
so many people out working so many places – they have to 
bump into each other eventually.”

Do you have an alumni story or update to share? If so, 
please contact us at journalism@unt.edu.

Alumni News

R egister now for the 12th annual Mayborn Literary 
Nonfiction Conference featuring nearly three-
dozen speakers participating in high-energy, 

interactive and educational workshops to an audience of 
more than 400 reporters, editors, writers, publishers, agents 
and educators. This year’s event will be held July 22-24 at 
the DFW Lakes Hilton in Grapevine, Texas.

The theme for this year’s conference is Pulitzers: A 
Celebration of Excellence – People, Politics and Public 
Affairs.” The event will celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
the prestigious prize, and feature numerous prize winners 
in all areas of journalism. Featured speakers include Gilbert 
King and Sheryl WuDunn. For more information, visit 
themayborn.com.

2016 Mayborn Literary 
Nonfiction Conference to 
Celebrate Pulitzer Prize

Save the date
Alexander Heffner, host of The Open 
Mind on PBS, will speak in the new 
Union building on February 11 at 7 
p.m. The topic of his speech will be 
the Millennial Vote in 2016. 



8  |  Mayborn Insider

W hat happens to the community when three-
fourths of a small indigenous Mayan town must 
migrate or emigrate for work? Last summer, 

students from the Mayborn School of Journalism immersed 
themselves in the small town of Tunkas in Mexico’s 
Yucatan peninsula to find out.

The award-winning Heart of Mexico summer study abroad 
program brings Mayborn students together with students 
from the Autonomous University of the State of Mexico to 
tell the extraordinary stories of ordinary people in narrative 
text, photos, and short video documentaries.
 
Last year’s project shared the story of contemporary Mayan 
migration through an intimate focus on personal stories 
covering a wide range of experiences - families divided, 
broken, bonded and reunited.  As a whole, the project 
transcended stereotypes with a nuanced view of migration 
as it impacts one small community.

Heart of Mexico Program 
receives accolades
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To review stories produced by Mayborn students, visit 
http://heartofmexicostories.com/
 
The project also launched a new Facebook page for its 
growing number of fans:
https://www.facebook.com/heartofmexicostories/. Within 
only a few days, the page attracted more than 
500 followers.

Recognizing excellence

UNT’s Heart of Mexico project has received numerous 
international awards, including the Andrew Heiskell Award 
for Innovation in International Education by the Institute of 
International Education (IEE).

Many Mayborn students have also received awards, 
including:

•  Greta Díaz. Second Place. Inaugural Video Competition
   for the International Pan American Regional Conference
   on Migration. International Award Conferred by the
   Mexican Ministry of Foreign Affairs. November 
   12, 2015.

•  Jun Ma. “Best Use of Multimedia.” Society of
   Professional Journalists (Region 8) Mark of Excellence
   Awards. March 28, 2015.

A multimedia program, “Heart of Mexico: Migrant 
Dreams,” was presented in December 2015 at the Bath 
House Cultural Center Theater in Dallas.

Mayborn participants:
     Videographers
 Drew Gaines - Journalist in Residence 
 Cameron Coates
 Kalli McKee
 Mason Callejas       
 Tyler Cleveland   
 Jeff Woo
     Writers
 Trevor Stephen Trigg
 Anjulie Grace Van Sickle
 Danielle Garcia
     Photographer
 Laura Jarriel

Mayborn associate 
professor Koji Fuse has 
developed the Mayborn in 
Japan study abroad program, 
which is slated to begin in the 
summer of 2016. Students will 
have the opportunity to study 
international communications and 
visit with major news bureaus and 
advertising and public relations firms 
during the five-week program under 
the direction of Fuse and assistant 
professor Meredith Clark.

One of the safest, most technologically 
advanced, yet most culturally intriguing 
countries in the world, Japan is an ideal 
destination where the ancient, the medieval, 
the modern and the postmodern mingle 
to produce a dynamic culture but maintain 
complex journalism and mass communication 
practices vastly different from those of the 
United States.

Mayborn in Japan
slated for summer 2016

For more information about 
Mayborn in Japan, visit

studyabroad.unt.edu
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Mayborn Faculty
and Staff

C ongratulations to 
Rebecca Poynter, a UNT 
journalism alumna and 

PR consultant, who is moving 
from an adjunct instructor to 
visiting full-time lecturer in public 
relations effective January 2016. 
She has more than 25 years of 
experience as a public relations 
professional with corporate, 
digital, tech, start-up, university, 

legislative and nonprofit experience. She has worked with 
a variety of companies and organizations ranging from 
AT&T Wireless to the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency. She led the integrated and collaborative legislative 
campaign in support of the Military Spouses Residency 
Relief Act, which is now Federal law 111-97. Her work has 
been published in a variety of publications including The 
Dallas Morning News, Washington Post, Military Times 
and Inside Collin County Business. Among the classes she 

has taught at UNT are JOUR 3410 (Public Relations for 
Nonprofits) and JOUR 3420 (Public Relations Writing). 
She earned a master’s degree in journalism at UNT in 2011.   

Neil Foote, principal lecturer, 
becomes president of the National 
Black Public Relations Society, 
Inc., effective January 2016. The 
organization has more than 500 
members and represents “public 
relations administrators, media 
specialists, government relations 
directors and communication 
professionals,” according to 
the NBPRS website. “Our goal 

is to re-energize the organization, to create stronger ties 
with the industry and provide greater benefits to our 
members, including greater access to job opportunities 
and development,” said Foote. He will play a key role in 
organizing the NBPRS Convention in the fall 2016.

UNT President Neil Smatresk and Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs Finley Graves give an end-of-year roundup 
to the Mayborn faculty and staff in December. The Mayborn faculty brings more than 400 combined years of experience in all 
areas of journalism to the school’s more than 1,200 students.
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Jim Mueller is on faculty 
development leave for the spring 
semester 2016 and is working on 
a book project. He attended the 
American Journalism Historians 
Convention Oct. 7-9 in Oklahoma 
City. He serves as the Digital 
Review editor for American 
Journalism.

Welcome back to Adam Reese, 
who starts Jan. 4 as the NT Daily 
director. Reese is a UNT alum 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
hospitality management. While 
a UNT student, he worked as an 
NT Daily ad sales manager from 
2003-2008. He lives in Denton and 
formerly owned Reese Marketing. 
He also was an assistant vice 
president for Point Bank and vice 

president of development for Campus Theatre in Denton. 
Reese has been involved with a variety of local nonprofit 
organizations ranging from the United Way of Denton 
County to the Denton Chamber of Commerce.

Best wishes to Jacqi Serie, who 
has been with NT Daily since 
1998. The former NT Daily 
director is working part-time to 
help Reese transition. Serie is 
an artist who is completing her 
master’s degree in the College of 
Visual Art & Design. She plans 
to spend more time growing the 
family art business that she and 
her husband John Bramlitt own. 

We wish the family all the best and thank Serie for all she 
has done for NT Daily and UNT’s Mayborn School of 
Journalism.

UNT Librarian Doug Campbell, 
who supports Mayborn students, 
has been named a winner of the 
2015 I Love My Librarian Award. 
Based on national nominations, 
the award recognizes librarians by 
telling stories of “how they make 
a difference in their communities.” 
Campbell’s mantra is to “meet 
students where they are and then 
challenge them to do more.”

The Mayborn School of Journalism is pleased to welcome 
two new faculty and staff members in 2016.

Karen Blumenthal, 
a former Wall Street 
Journal bureau chief and 
Dallas Morning News 
business editor, joined 
the Mayborn School as 
UNT’s Reynolds Visiting 
Journalism Professor 
in January. Blumenthal 
has published numerous 
books for young people 
with the belief that 
nonfiction brings context 
to a complicated world. 
She has written on 

social change – how it happens and why. In more than two 
decades with The Wall Street Journal, Blumenthal covered 
retailing, oil and gas, housing, mergers, and bankruptcies. 
She was the Dallas bureau chief for eight years, supervising 
a dozen reporters covering an eight-state territory. In 
that role, she coordinated and edited one of the Sept. 11, 
2001 stories that won the 2002 Pulitzer Price for spot-
news reporting. From 2008 to 2013, she wrote the paper’s 
Getting Going personal finance column.

Rick Weitzman has joined the Mayborn as an academic 
advisor II. He’s a graduate of Temple University, where he 
double-majored in Media Theory and Spanish Linguistics. 
He has previously worked as an advisor at Lake 
Washington Institute of Technology.  Rick has a passion for 
international travel and has studied abroad in both London 
and Tokyo, and has traveled through much of Europe and 
East Asia. He can often be found in Denton coffee-shops 
with his dog, Lil Joey.

New Faces at
the Mayborn

Karen
Blumenthal

Rick Weitzman
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Life at 
the Mayborn

“During the fall of 2015 multimedia students from the Mayborn visited the 
Jubilee Park neighborhood community center where they captured oral histories 
from senior citizens from the area – an amazing experience for all,” said 
associate professor Thorne Anderson, the program’s director. “Those interviews 
are now edited and have been presented to the center for their archives and for 
special screenings.”

Ninety-five students of the Mayborn School of Journalism received diplomas 
at commencement ceremonies in December. Congratulations to all our new 
graduates from everyone in the Mayborn community!

KTVT reporter Steve Pickett speaks 
to members of the Mayborn BEA 
club in November. The club began in 
2015 under the direction of Mayborn 
lecturer Michelle Redmond.
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Five photographers from Mayborn’s Hatch Visuals, the student managed photo agency, covered a three-day major event 
for St. John’s Priory USA. The Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of Saint John of Jerusalem is a serving Order of 
Chivalry under the British Crown, based in London, England. Their members support an eye hospital in Jerusalem. The 
Knighting and Investiture ceremony took place in Dallas and Terrell, Texas where Prince Richard, Duke of Gloucester, 
laid a ceremonial wreath honoring WWII RAF pilots who gave their lives while training to fly.

Pictured above from left to right: Ranjani Groth, Laura Jarriel and Hannah Ridings. Not pictured Tom Gonzalez and 
Greta Diaz.

Pictured with WFAA News 8 co-anchor Cynthia Izaguirre, Mayborn students 
Jacelin Gutierrez, Thalia Rivera, Maegan Bailey and Moises Vilchis experience 
the professional production process helping to produce a TV pilot program at 
WFAA-TV in Dallas.

The Mayborn School of Journalism 
and the Denton Convention and 
Visitors Bureau celebrated the 10th 
anniversary of Denton Live magazine 
at a reception on Jan. 7 at UNT’s 
Apogee Stadium.
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C ongratulations to Alex Anderson, Laura Jarriel 
and Ashlea Ramirez. All three are seniors and 
have been selected by faculty as “Outstanding 

Undergraduate Students” in the Mayborn School of 
Journalism for the fall semester 2015.

Anderson is from Temple and was named the Outstanding 
Public Relations Student.  “She has done two internships 
with the Dr. Phil organization and has helped run his social 
media with the production team,” said Samra Bufkins, a 
lecturer.  “The work she did with Carter BloodCare was 
strategically sound and technically perfect,” added Bufkins, 
who described Anderson as the “consummate professional.”

Gwen Nisbett, an assistant professor, praised Anderson 
for “a keen intellect mixed with top-notch creativity – 
characteristics that will serve her well in her future career.”

Laura Jarriel is from Austin and was named the Outstanding 
News Student. She has been a leader in Hatch Visuals, our 
student-run photo agency, and produced amazing work as 
part of the Heart of Mexico project in 2015. Here’s a link to 
her blog: http://www.laurajarrielphotography.com/blog/
“Laura has always been an inspiration to other students by 
the cheerful way she works through every problem,” said 
Thorne Anderson, an assistant photojournalism professor. 
“She’s undefeatable.”

Ramirez is from Houston and the Outstanding Advertising 
Student. She has distinguished herself as a leader in 
SWOOP, our student-run advertising and public relations 
firm. She also serves as a Mayborn Ambassador this 
school year and served as account executive for the UNT 
Admissions Book in the fall 2015. She will be president of 
SWOOP in the spring semester 2016. “Ashlea is the most 
prominent leader we’ve ever had in advertising,” said Bill 
Ford, a lecturer and SWOOP adviser.

Ashlea 
Ramirez

Mayborn Names 
Outstanding 
Undergraduate Students

Alex Anderson
with Dr. Phil

Laura Jarriel

Ricco Ethics Award
The deadline for entries for the 2016 Nicholas and 
Anna Ricco Ethics Scholarship is January 31. Awards 
are given to winners in each of the 13 schools 
and colleges at UNT. For more information, visit 
journalism.unt.edu/2016-nicholas-and-anna-ricco-
ethics-scholarship-competition-guidelines.

2016 UNT Equity &
Diversity Conference
The annual Equity & Diversity 
Conference is February 25 in 
the new UNT Union building. 
For details on speakers and 
registration, visit: edo.unt.
edu/equity-and-diversity-
conference.
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T he NT Daily Newsroom got a makeover over the 
holiday break, thanks to the generosity of a donor.

“We really appreciate Ratcliff and Associates for donating 
$45,000 worth of furniture to benefit our students and the 
news-gathering process,” said Dorothy Bland, dean for the 
Frank W. and Sue Mayborn School of Journalism. “We 
are also investing High Education Assistance Funds to 
upgrade workstations. We also sincerely appreciate Darlene 
Callahan, Cheryl Benningfield, Kasey Price and all the 
work that the UNT Space Management and Planning Team 
put in as well as the UNT Facilities Team.”

Also, hats off to  the NT Daily team for earning seventh 
place in the nation from the Associated Collegiate Press 
for a multimedia package. It’s great to see NT Daily news 
stories that have been picked up by many national media 
outlets including Fox, CBS, The Washington Post, The New 
York Times and others.   

2016 TA/RA Roster 

Student Position Faculty Supervisor
Tyler Hicks TA Sara Blankenship
Elizabeth Guevara TA Gwen Nisbett
Tony Hebert TA Sheri Broyles
Kate Skinner TA Sara Blankenship
Jacqueline Fellows TA Gary Ghioto/adjuncts
Elvia Limón TA Gary Ghioto/adjuncts
Jordan Moss TA Gary Ghioto/adjuncts
Rita Unogwu TA Sara Champlin
Kyle Blankenship TA Gary Ghioto
Clinton Chase Carter TA Gary Ghioto
Emily Goldstein TA Gary Ghioto
Frank Franco TA Tracy Everbach
Azia Branson TA Samra Bufkins
Kevin Ryan TA Samra Bufkins
Jessie Laljer TA Gwen Nisbett
Frank Franco RA Meredith Clark
Jessie Laljer RA Gwen Nisbett
Jo Ann Livingston RA Dorothy Bland
Rita Unogwu RA Sara Champlin

NT Daily 
gets a makeover



For your convenience give online at journalism.unt.edu/give. For more information contact Myrshem 
George at myrshem.george@unt.edu or call him at 940-369-7260.

Consider a gift to the Mayborn School of Journalism 

Frank W. and Sue Mayborn School of Journalism
1155 Union Circle #311460

Denton, TX 76203-5017
Phone: (940) 565-2205

Fax: (940) 565-2370

Frank W. Mayborn Graduate Institute of Journalism
Phone: (940) 565-4564

Fax: (940) 369-8959

Jan. 19, 2016 – Spring Semester Classes Begin

Jan. 24-27, 2016 – ACEJMC Site Visit

Feb. 11, 2016 – Multicultural Center Speaker Alex Heffner

Feb. 24, 2016 – Internship and Career Fair

Feb. 25, 2016 – UNT Equity & Diversity Conference

March 14-20, 2016 – Spring Break

April 21, 2016 – Celebrate Mayborn

April 28, 2016 – Advertising/PR Reception at UCD in Dallas

May 13-14, 2016 – Spring Commencement

July 22-24, 2016 – Mayborn Literary Nonfiction Conference in Grapevine, Texas

July 22-28, 2016 – Mayborn Multimedia High School Workshop

Upcoming 
Events
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